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$600,000 DEMANDS
FOR DUVEEN OPINION
TTI - 1 _x« > x ,1
jii!s \ riucism ui ne|uueu
Pa Vinci Painting Subjectof Suit.

PLAINTIFF IN FRANCE

'La Belle Ferroniere' Once
More Figures in Notable

, Adventure.
|
FINGER PRINTS RELIED ON1

J
Old Master's Practice Cited by

Connsel to Establish Its
Authenticity.

Half a million dollars! as redress for
an opinion that Sir Joseph Duveen of
the art firm of Duveen Brothers, 720
Fifth avenue, is purported to have expressedconcerning the origin of a
painting is demanded in papers served
upon the noted art dealer yesterday
afternoon in his private office.
Finger prints Imprinted upon the

surface of the work by the master,
who, it is claimed, was Leonardo da
Vinci, will be relied upon to prove the
authenticity of the picture although
the hands that made these marks'
have been still 402 years. The picture
Is "La Belle Ferroniere," and the
owner is Mrs. Andree Hahn, niece of
the Marquis de Chambure of Brittany
and wife of Capt. Harry J. Hahn, a

your.i: American aviator who was on

Gen. Pershing's staff in France and1
who won the Legion of Honor and>
War Cross.

Stormy Petrel of Art World.
If the picture is genuine, and there are'

alleged to be documents as well as finger
prints to establish that fact, another adventureof a painting which has been a

stormy petrel of the art world for centurieshas begun.
The papers were served upon Sir

Joseph, who returned Tuesday on the
Olympip from London, by Mrs. Helen
xwirc, u. iinu l.taiiiC'iitiiMy kuw ur:u

young woman who played the role of
process server. Although Mrs. itice called
four times at the offices In Fifth avenue
it was not until she had revealed that
she had papers for Sir Joseph that she
succeeded In seeing him. No attempt
was made by the art dealer to avoid
service, and he thanked her most cordiallywhen she thrust the documents
Into his handa

Mrs. Hahn and her husband live
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| Painting in $5<

La Belle Ferroniere, said to h;
Vinci. Because he expressed an o

genuine Da Vinci, Sir Joseph Duv«

cbroad, and are now in Dinard, France.
They are represented liere by Hyacinth"
Ringrose, an attorney who once practised
in New York but is now t'aris. Mr.
Ring-rose came here specialty to start
the suit.
"La Halle Ferroniere," which is a por-

trait of Luerezia CrivelH, mistress of
Francis I., in which the eyes have much
the same haunting, unfathomable expres-
sion of Da Vinci's "Morut Lisa," at one
time hung in the Ixwvre. From there,
so old reports have It, the painting was
stolen and for a century or more passed
through many hands and more adven-
tut r.

It came to America last year as the
result of the municipal patriotism of
wealthy men of Kansas City, who backed
the Kansas City Art Instituto and offeredto pay $500,000 for it.
The sale was about to be consummatedwhen Sir Joseph Duvecn, it Is

alleged, gave an Interview to an art'
reporter of The IVorld. published June
17, 1920, In which he is quoted an saying
"The picture sent to Kansas City Is
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ave been executed by Leonardo Da
pinion that the painting was not a
en is being sued for damages.

a e.>py, hundreds of which have been
made of this and other Leonardo *ubjtcis and offered in the market as

genuine. Leonardo never made a replicaof his works. His original 'La
B'lle Ferroniere' is in the Louvre.

The GAY
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By Temple Bailey
Author of "The Tin Soldier."
4 11 *1 .1.1' L»f..l .1 I
niuigcLiicr ticriigiiu in Mdries

which represent Miss Bailey's best
work. An ideal gift book. Jacket
and frontispiece in brilliant color.

At All Bookstores, ?2.0f)

The Penn Publishing Campsny
Philadelphia
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Goorgea Sortaia's certificate is worthIcesIf It really relate* to Iho Kansas
City picture. Ho U not an expert In
the work* of Leonardo."

Mr. Ring-roue contends that Sortal",;
the official expert of the Krer.ch Government.connected with the Tribunal of
tk- Mel»i» "niuirtlMd" the tminlinx.
suylng that it wan a genuine Leonardo,
und that Mortals In an expert on Leonardo,who le of the school of Italian
primitives. He »a\s that Ua Vinci
imfnted replicas of his Cist fngulsheii
w 'ks, M'<ra Lisa, one in the Louvre,
and the other In the Prado Gallery,
Madrid, and of the "Virgin of the
Rocks," as well i^s of "La Belle Ferronlere."

"I wonder if Kir Joseph Icnowt that
|r was the practice of Leonardo and
all the other Italian painters of his
period to soften their paints when woe
with the finger tips," Mr. Itingrose said.
"\V> can prove, even by finger-print
proof, that our "La Belle Ferronier' is
undoubtedly a I>a Vinci. Every picture
painted by this great master shows his
finger prints in a manner impossible to

cii'p'leate.
"Again, Sir Joseph said that Mme.

Hahn's picture could not be genuine becausetiie only genuine 'La Belle Ferronlere'hangs in the Louvre. If the
genti' man will examine the official catalogueoffered for sale in the Louvre he
will learn that the officials of the Louvre
do not feel quite so sure on that subject.
The xpert I>e Ricci, who compiled that
catalogue, says that the picture is not
by i»a Vinci, but by one of his pupils,
Boltrafflo."

Mr. Ringrose has in his possession a
letter signed "Duveen Brothers" addressedto John T. Harding, attorney for
tiie Kansas City Art Institute, In which
it is stated that the firm has been in
communication with Sir Joseph and that
Ills reply "Indicates that he lias in no

way changed his opinion in regard to
tiie picture, believing it to be an old copy
of a Leonardo example not contempojrary, probably somewhat later." This
iettfr adds that most exrerts are in
doubt also as to whether the "La Belle
Ferronlere" now in the Louvro is a Leonardo,"an opinion shared by Sir Joseph."This letter was wruton six weeks
after the World story.

Sir Joseph declined to comment on the
suit iast night.

Thinking of ftuj/iiip an automobilet Or
tfrttiny ur ra i;nu nymy yum uiu> oner J ou
jet quick action in The Automobile Exahangc.W'nnfAd. Section of THE
NEW YOItK HERALD.
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FILM STOCK FRAUDS
; TARGET OF BANKERS
American Association Joins
Motion Picture Vigilantes

to Help Investors.

The American Bankers Association
and the vigilance committee of tho NationalAssociation of the Motion Picture
Industry will join to protect investors
against fraudulent stock schemes of
wildcat film companies, it was agreed
yesterday at a luncheon at the Uptown
Cluh.

Martin J. Qulgrley, chairman, said the
vigilance committee will have representativesin twenty-five of the largest
cities of the country to furnish prompt
information regarding any motion pictureenterprises launched in their re-
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epective territory. Ho said that more
thun $50,000,000 was invested in fake

i" iih'uuuu iiijbi ycur.
lohn Ynung of the National City Companypledged the assistance of bunking

interests, saying application would be
made to the committee for details re-
:;ardlng new film concerns for the projtcction of investors. G. B. Walker oft the
publlo relattons committeo of the bank-
era' association said that the report of
the vigilance committeo would be put
through' the association's regulur chnn-
ni ls. Hankers fully appreciate the Im|portance of the committee's work. a»-

Sorted Thomas J. Reynolds, vlce-prcsljdr nt of the National City Hank, and the
Investment Bankers asocial ion will
work in harmony with it.
Most of the worth!e3H stock offered

to credulous investor*, Mr. Quigley ex-

plained, was in companies that had pro-
duotd neither pictures nor profit.

"Tlie only requirements for launching
a motion picture production to-day seem

to be nerve, daring and disregard of the
other fa'low's money," said James K.
Quirk, editor of the Photoplay .Magazine
and the retiring chairman of the vigl!lance committee. "Without any oxperiIonce and with no tangible assets but a

felicitously phrased prospectus these
Wa'lingfords rush in. Heretofore they
seem to have found little difficulty In

^convenienced By $
Milk Strike. ^
u rapply from Your Grocer of g

OGERS
FRESH-PACKED"

MILK
Both Evaporated and Condensed

beb

OTBALL EXTI

wr ''i iW'wa HP

)AY EV1

iturday the Football Extra i

Tins on the results of the aitei
besides 2 columns of final

Final
i

*«OTBALLEXT!

securing the mtmey, not only of the socalledwidow and orphan class, but often
times they Induce reputable businessmen.evenbankers.to put up their
cash."

William A. Brady, president of the
national association, said that the reputablemovie companies had suffered
grave hurm from unscrupulous promoterswho have foisted their scheme on an

unsuspecting public.
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RUTGERS MAN HURT IN FAIL.
C. Douglas Barnes, a freshman at

Rutgers College, New Brunswick, S. J.,
locked himself out of his room accidentallycurly yesterday, and sooner than
wake his roommate tried to go in
through a window. He fell from a ledg»
and received a fractured skull and othav
i> lui-lovi «rhl»K i-1-1.. .n»; J/IUTC (aiaw

ANTED
le, able-bodied men, l>etween
honorable, good-paying perma

ricanShop Plan organization,
d proving satisfactory will be
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TEAMSTERS
HELPERS
YARD MEN
BOTTLERS
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I. TO 7 P. M.

PRODUCTS CO.
ST OFFICES
ir E. 32d, N. Y. C.
ST., Near 6th Ave., N. Y. C.
IfN.
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